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House of Commons, and (2) the limitation of the Lords* veto to a period of two years.
A Political Deadlock
The transactions of the first months of 1910 and the delays and hesitations accompanying them had not improved the credit of the Government, and though the Lords had submitted to the popular verdict on the Budget it was clear to Ministers that a long and difficult struggle lay ahead of them. Politics were now at deadlock. Liberals were unanimous that it was impossible to go on as if nothing had happened, leaving the peers free to reject another Budget, and in the meantime to veto all legislation to which the Liberal party attached importance. At the same time it was quite certain that the House of Lords would not of its own free-will accept a Bill which greatly curtailed its privileges, and it could by no means be taken for granted that the King would consent to the creation of peers—by which alone their opposition could be overcome—on the strength of the Budget election of the previous January. He had in fact warned Asquith that he would require a second election directed to that issue alone before he would take this extreme course for the passing of the Parliament Bill. This in itself doomed the new Parliament to a very brief existence—a fact which most of its members had not realized .and did not at all relish.
•. ".• The position of die Unionist |^*^tei^yen more difficult. .In- advising- ••the peers to reject {$£'             the Unionist leaders
had played for the highest stakes ariSnfosC. Presumably their expectation had been that the Goverment would either be defeated at the subsequent election or so weakened that it would be unable to take any effective action. They had failed in that and left their opponents in a position in which they were bound to pursue the, attack on die House of Lords, or abandon all policies to^^M^h. that House took exception. Before the rejection of tMnfeudgpt there had been many signs that the Liberal tide was                   ; after it there was every
probability that Liberals aid              would rapy to the issue
""" h the peers tfapfeelves 1&$fc provided, and keep their ity at fiill strength. It^sSEtfeQW ^^cmj acknowledged he rejection of the Bulget obltd Shly h^e^ been jt
